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Saturday Trackwork Notes - Cathay Pacific HKIR 2005
 
 
Hong Kong's champion trainer Tony Cruz remains upbeat about his prospects for Sunday's CXHK International Races despite the absence of his great sprinter, Silent Witness.
 
Represented by Bullish Luck and Perfect Partner in CXHK Mile, Cruz said: "I'm very happy with Bullish Luck. Everything has progressed well with him and he's conditioned accordingly. He's just about at his peak." Cruz said.
 
Cruz is also confident Perfect Partner, who ran second last year in this race, can perform well again in 2005. "Look at him, he looks great," Cruz said, pointing to the horse on the track, "he will run very well."
 
The trainer was also reasonably optimistic about Russian Pearl's prospects in the CXHK Cup. "I've had no problems with him this preparation. He's really on target and everything's set up well for him. He can get a place at least."
 
Cruz, however, was not quite as enthusiastic about the prospects of sprinter Country Music. "Even if he finds his best form, that might not be good enough. The prize-money's good so I'd be happy to see him in the first six," Cruz said. 
 
Local-based rider Glynn Schofield expressed similar modest expectations with his CXHK Sprint mount Natural Blitz. "He's a good 1000m horse and no Silent Witness helps but perhaps running third or fourth is my most realistic hope," he said. Schofield also rides Town Of Fionn in the CXHK Mile and said his draw was an advantage as 'he doesn't like being tightened up inside horses."
 
English based jockey Martin Dwyer rides Norse Dancer in the CXHK Vase and said the horse was "ready for it" after be bounced on to the track this morning.
 
"The ground is firm, it's riding fast," Dwyer said, "and that might not suit a few of the Europeans but it's good for my horse. He's always thereabouts at the top level and one of these days he will win a big one. Hopefully that's Sunday. He's at least an each-way chance but we've all got the filly [Ouija Board] to beat," Dwyer said.
 
Alexander Goldrun chases back-to-back wins in the CXHK Cup and trainer Jim Bolger continues to believe that she is in similar shape to last year. "I would think she's at about the same level. We think she's well. She's been enthusiastic about her exercise and we're quietly confident but it looks like there are nine others also in good form," Bolger said. 
 
Alexander Goldrun's jockey Kevin Manning said: "I was pleased with her this morning. She feels as good as last year but there are no easy Gr.1 races to win."
 
Francois Doumen, noted for his success in Hong Kong with Jim And Tonic, has Samando in the CXHK Vase. "She's travelled well and she's in good form. Perhaps on the ratings she's not quite up to the level of some of the others but she is a real pro and she's sparkling. I have been here before and know what is required," Doumen said.  
 
Michifumi Kono, trainer of major CXHK Vase hope Asakusa Den'en said:  "He has coped well in Hong Kong; he has improved a lot both mentally and physically. We will apply side winkers as in Japan.  The only thing that I am a little worried about is the noise in the parade ring.  I hope he won't be too tense and lose his concentration before the race."
 
Hat Trick was cantered at half speed over turf course this morning.  Trainer Katsumiko Sumii who came back from Japan yesterday came out on the track. Sumii commented: "He has travelled and spent his time well here.  He is eating up well and is in good form. I think everything is set up nicely for tomorrow."
 
Jockey Hiroyuki Uemura gave Admire Max a half speed breeze on the turf course. "He was shying away from the big screen this morning, but he is in very good form, much better shape than last time he was here.  We will see how he can handle the distance anyway," Uemura said of a horse that tackles 1000m for the first time. 
 
Hirofumi Shii, the jockey of Six Sense watched his horse travel at half-speed on the turf course. "He is only a three-year-old colt, so I hope he will become more effective next season at home.  I do my best to give him a good ride," the jockey of 2001 Hong Kong Cup winner Agnes Digital said. 
 
One horse that stayed in the quarantine stables was the talented but volatile Rakti, (CXHK Mile), whose trainer Michael Jarvis observed: "He just walked and trotted to day as Philip [jockey Robinson] breezed him yesterday and was very happy with him. I hope Rakti will jump well from the stalls, race handily, and we'll take it from there."
 
Of the CXHK Cup contenders, Touch Of Land, trained by Henri-Alex Pantall put in his final routine canter on the all weather track, after which his trainer said: "Everything is as good with the horse as it could be, now all we can do is see what happens tomorrow" Touch Of Land was a close-up third in the 2004 Cup, and his trainer expects him to be thereabouts again on Sunday.

 
Epalo, (CX HK Cup), the Andreas Schutz trained contender from Germany, has been pleasing his trainer this week. "He's very settled this week, and he seems very well. He can get a bit wound up, so I hope he will handle the build up on Sunday, and then run his true race tomorrow."
 
The connections of Pride, (CXHK CUP), the five-year-old mare trained by Alain de Royer Dupre were also at the track this morning, and are hopeful of a bold showing in what is very probably her last race. "It's a thrill to be running in a race such as this, she probably ran her best race at Newmarket when second in the Champion Stakes, and we'll be happy if she can run like that again," said her owner Sven Hanson.
 
CXHK Vase runner Westerner, likely favourite for the race on Sunday, had a final gallop on the all weather for trainer Elie Lellouche, and looked in terrific shape as he has done all week. Another one of the French CXHK Vase prospects who has been preparing quietly all week is the John Hammond trained Sweet Stream, fourth in the race last year, and looking set for another big run on Sunday.
 
In the CXHK Sprint, where the David Oughton-trained Cape Of Good Hope is many people's idea for keeping the prize in Hong Kong, the French trained sprinter Chineur, conqueror of Cape Of Good Hope last June, has pleased his trainer Michel Delzangles, who is hopeful of a big run.
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 Friday Trackwork Notes - Cathay Pacific HKIR 2005
 
Ouija Board and Westerner are likely to dominate the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Vase market on Sunday and value seekers could do plenty worse than to consider Sweet Stream as an alternative. 
 
Trainer John Hammond's mare is bidding to improve on her fourth in the 2004 edition of this race and today he watched his filly breeze nicely on the dirt over 400m. "They crawled in the Vase last year. The pace didn't suit her at all. With some French stayers such as Reefscape in the field this time I think they will go faster. She will race from the back again," he said.  
 

Sweet Stream comes into the race unbeaten in her two 2005 starts and still a fresh horse. She was last seen when winning the Gr.2 Park Hill Stakes at Doncaster in September. After that she was touted as a Melbourne Cup candidate but met with a setback that left her grounded in France. 
 
"Thankfully that happened before she got to Australia and her preparation for this race has gone well," Hammond said. 
 
Maraahel has impressed in his work all week, looking calm and focused, and Sir Michael Stoute gave his supporters reason for confidence after watching the handsome bay colt work home in 24.0 from a furlong gallop in preparation for his run in the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Cup. 
 
"The trip has gone well. He breezed comfortably just there so everything has gone according to plan, really. There looks to be pace in the race, too, and that will help us," said Britain's champion trainer. 
 
Epalo is another making his final start before going to stud. Trainer Andreas Schutz was content with a speedy workout on the dirt in 23.3 seconds but is by no means expecting a final international title before he begins as a Hong Kong trainer.  

 
"He deserves his place here, but to be honest I would be happy if he finished fourth. Alexander Goldrun is the class horse and Vengeance Of Rain with his home advantage and Pride are the other two that I fear most," Schutz said.    
 
Rakti thrilled his big-race jockey Philip Robinson in his final ever piece of work in advance of his swansong in the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Mile. 
 
After Rakti worked powerfully in 22.8 seconds for his last 400 metres, Robinson described the seven-year-old's condition as "the best we've ever had him here. I really couldn't be more pleased with him."

 
Robinson has ridden the brilliant but enigmatic multiple Group 1 winner in all his races since May 2003, so he is in a fair position to judge. 

 
Trainer Michael Jarvis was slightly more guarded but is not at all worried about Rakti's ability to cope with the move back to 1600 metres. "He has a lot of speed this horse, even though he has a pedigree for middle-distances. I hope Philip is right. We cannot make tactics; we'll just have to see how the race pans out, but it is important he breaks with the rest of the field."
 
Court Masterpiece is another Mile hope from England and trainer Ed Dunlop said the five-year-old had settled in Hong Kong better than he could have hoped. "I'd rate him a 14/1 chance," he said. "From gate 12 we hope to tuck in and get a nice run home." 
 
Australian-bred horses have claimed each of the six editions of the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Sprint so far, but that statistic could be vulnerable this time with French-trained Chineur among those seeking to wrest the sprinters' crown.
 
Trainer Mikel Delzangles said of his speedster, who beat likely favourite Cape Of Good Hope by more than  two lengths  in the King's Stand Stakes: "I have a slight concern about the fact that he has been on the go since March. However he looked good again when breezing this morning and I'm pretty hopeful that we'll see a solid show in what looks to me to be  a very open race."
 
Nipping, the rival French-trained candidate for the Sprint, also got a vote of confidence from her trainer Robert Collet, who smiled as he patted the turf with his shoe: "Just the conditions we want for our filly. The punters should not ignore her."
 
Benbaun, who shares a similar fast-ground profile, hails from Mark Wallace's Newmarket yard. "He's just not interested in morning work and only lights up with the blinkers on race day. That said, this morning he was rather keener than usual and is so well that I wish the race was this afternoon," Wallace said.

 

""I'm hopeful of a massive run from him. You wouldn't believe that he was once only rated in the 50s when I was running him over 1400m - completely the wrong trip. Now he's on 111 and in with a chance in one of richest sprints in the world."
Meanwhile, Australian jockey Brett Prebble, second in the Hong Kong jockeys' premiership, is disappointed he won't be taking part in the CXHKIR but is well placed to offer advice to visiting jockeys and his views on the local horses. 
 
Prebble has ridden several of the contenders, including big local Sprint hopes Planet Ruler and Cape Of Good Hope. 
 
"You'd expect Planet Ruler to run well from gate one. He can hold a position just off the speed. He's had a good preparation and he's so honest. I got off him to ride Country Music last start, which probably wasn't a good move," Prebble said.
 
On the subject of any track bias for the straight 1000m sprint, Prebble said he would rather be drawn low with the rail in the A position. "It's a long way to go to the outside (grandstand) rail even if you are drawn wide. It costs you too much ground," he said. 

 
Cape Of Good Hope is also likely to perform well according to the jockey. "It's hard to imagine he's improving at this stage of his career but he's been such a good horse and there's no Silent Witness to contend with this time. He is the one to beat,"  he said.
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- CATHAY PACIFIC HKIR

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Cup  

A win in the CXHK Cup for Vengeance Of Rain, Hong Kong's Champion Middle Distance Performer and Champion Stayer, will net him another title in 2005: that of the World Racing Championships. 

So trainer David Ferraris couldn't hide his delight after Vengeance Of Rain drew a "perfect" gate four.  
"The draw's ideal and the horse is in great shape. He's 100 per cent. The opposition is strong but they've got to beat him. He's fresh and set for this race while the Europeans are coming off long hard seasons. I think the hardest to beat will be Maraahel and Alexander Goldrun," Ferraris said. 
Alexander Goldrun worked on Thursday morning with CXHK Vase runner Norse Dancer and there was no question about which horse worked better. 

Norse Dancer was shaken up to cover the turf as Kevin Manning contained the defending CXHK Cup champion with a strong hold, covering the final 400m in 23.4 seconds. 

"She did a super piece of work there," Manning said later, "she did it very easily and she was very well in herself when I pulled her up."

Asked if the mare was in similar form to when she snatched the Cup twelve months ago, Manning said: "I think so. That work she did this morning speaks for itself."

Later Alexander Goldrun drew the inside position – almost the opposite of her winning barrier in 2004 when she came from gate 12 – but trainer Jim Bolger nonetheless declared some contentment with the outcome. 

"To get the one draw this time is closer than last year. As for her condition, I'd say she's the same as last year. It would be lovely to win it again," Bolger said. 
Pride, drawn in three, worked on the turf in 24.1 seconds to the satisfaction of trainer Alain de Royer Dupre who later said: "Everything's okay but I can't say I'm confident as it is difficult for a filly at this time of year. We will just have to see how things go on Sunday."
The fastest times of the morning all came from Tony Cruz's international runners and CXHK Cup Russian Pearl, drawn in the seven hole, blazed the all-weather in 21.7 seconds. 

Brother Derek Cruz's Green Treasure, second to Vengeance Of Rain in the CX International Cup Trial last month, has pleased jockey Olivier Doleuze in the mornings. 

"I tell you, the horse has never been better. He relaxed better over the longer trip in the trial race and he has improved in his work since. I am hoping he can run a place and I think he can, especially if he gets a good barrier," Doleuze predicted, before Green Treasure was handed stall nine. 

Trainer Henri-Alex Pantall, after watching his Touch Of Land work on the turf under Christophe Lemaire observed: "Things have very well. He seems to be in a very good frame of mind. He has travelled well, settled in and is in good form. The ground here will be perfect for him if it stays as it is."
River Dancer will exit gate two and while John Size is predicting an honest run, it would appear that a repeat of his shock win in the 2004 Audemars Piguet QEII Cup is less likely. 

"At his best form he would have some chance, but the fact is that he hasn't had the racing; it's only his second run for 18 months. Ideally you'd like him to have a few more runs under his belt," the leading trainer noted.    
"He's a long way off being 100 per cent but he's well in himself and a slow pace in the race would suit him as his fitness wouldn't be put to such a test under those circumstances," Size added. 

A slow pace may not materialise, however. Possible speed influence Epalo always seems to draw wide on his travels and it was the same outcome as he picked gate 10. The American runner Willow O Wisp has gate eight to contend with and trainer Vladimir Cerin anticipates a forward role.   

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Mile 

Rakti drew gate 3 after a slow piece of work on the all-weather track and while the post-position was to his satisfaction, jockey Philip Robinson said the gate is not the most critical factor with his mount. 

"It's not so much which gate Rakti races from but how he leaves it. He hasn't been too bad at the jump of late but it's different at home because they let you take the hood off yourself before the gates open. The last two times I was here it was left to the stall handler to do take it off so the timing has got to be spot-on." 

Rakti drops back to he mile this year after two Cup attempts over ten furlongs - one of the main reasons his connections have opted for this race.

"The stands and the big crowd being so close to the Cup start stirred him up last year. They start on the far side away from the crowd in the Mile so we think that will help him relax better," added Robinson.   

Rakti did not appear on the track on Monday and Tuesday but Robinson reported that trainer Michael Jarvis' team were much happier with his condition as his final race approaches.    

Japanese trainer Michifumi Kono's Asakusa Den'en breezed impressively on the turf course in 22.4 seconds with jockey Yusuke Eda giving his mount some extra urging late in the piece.   

Kono watched the workout and said: "He is in good form and settled.  As I walked over the turf track this morning, I thought it was a little rough, but firm is his best going, so I hope they don't water it too much before the race." 

Later Kono drew gate 14 and was a little disappointed with the outcome: "Racing from outside is better than being in sandwiched in, I suppose. But it would have been better to be in the middle," he said. 

The other Japanese CXHK Mile contender Hat Trick breezed in 23.5 seconds on the all-weather, pleasing connections before drawing gate 11.  

"The draw does not matter to me, but jockey Olivier Peslier would like to start from outside, so I took a good draw for him," racing manager for trainer Katsuhiko Sumii, Toshihide Kiyota, commented afterwards.  
One outside draw that did not go down to well was The Duke's gate of 13. "Every time he is in a big race he draws either barrier 12 or 13," an exasperated trainer Casper Fownes sighed, "the horse is very well but the gate is just not helpful. They say the draw's not important from the mile start but is important for this horse. I'd much prefer him further in." 

A better gate went the way of Scintillation, one of the likelier pacesetters (even though he has missed the kick on his last two starts) and a horse that cut out the running in this event 12 months ago.  

"Got to be happy with that draw," said jockey Eric Saint-Martin. "I rode him on the Riverside Gallop this morning and he broke very well for me and worked nicely. But it depends on when the gates open. If he breaks well and takes me along then we could lead. We'll see then." 

High Intelligent is one of the better Hong Kong hopes and did his chances no harm with pulling gate two. Trainer John Size envisaged that the potential speed of Scintillation and Rakti on either side could well place his five-year-old in the box-seat position. 

"He's not a sit-and-sprint type of horse so being close to the pace could work to his advantage. He's not as highly rated as some of his rivals but he does have the hometown advantage and I am extremely happy with him," Size said. 

The Tony Cruz pair of Bullish Luck, sure to be one of the favourites, and Perfect Partner were given gates five and six after bullet workouts of 21.7 on the all-weather and Dave's Best, trained by Dennis Yip, has gate four to break from. 

"Dave's Best is lazy in his work. He doesn't really like the all-weather track and he saves his best form for the turf. I was surprised when he won the Mile Trial - it was such a good run. He's in much the same form now as he was when he won three weeks ago so I'm hopeful," Yip, who also fields Wealthy. 

Wealthy, described by Yip as "just a very consistent horse, he has a great fighting heart," exits gate seven.  

Overseas challengers Court Masterpiece and Designed For Luck drew 12 and eight respectively.  

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Vase 

Those planning a punt on a breakthrough Gr.1 success for Norse Dancer in the CXHK Vase contender should not pay too much attention to his turf gallop with Alexander Goldrun, trainer David Elsworth said, after the Irish mare worked much the better of the pair.  

"The object of the exercise was to get Norse Dancer acquainted with the place and give him a little blow at the same time," Elsworth remarked.  
"He was fit off the plane so don't read anything into his work here. He never does anything in front but it was nice to give the filly a lead and he will like the ground on Sunday."
After Norse Dancer drew gate one, the trainer also said he would have preferred to have been a little further off the fence. 

After watching Ouija Board performing light work on the dirt track, her trainer Ed Dunlop tried to explain his decision to tackle the CXHK Vase instead of the 400m shorter, more valuable CXHK Cup.  

"There is no real reason why. When I spoke to everybody I got many different theories on which race to go for. I am told Saturn is likely to lead in the Vase and this will suit," he said.  
"My mare still has her summer coat and the ground is fine. Her ideal trip is probably 2200 metres but she's adaptable and has got speed. Phoenix Reach finished in a similar position to her fifth in the Japan Cup last year before coming on here to win the Vase - so that's a good omen. What I'm looking for is a draw not too high and not too low," Dunlop went on, before being allocated barrier seven of 12. 

Trainer Elie Lellouche was happy with another middle draw (gate six) granted to Westerner, while Shamdala has the four alley.  

"He is fine and the ground will not be a worry for him," said Alain de Royer Dupre, trainer of the latter.   

Samando, in gate nine, was described by jockey Eric Legrix as "not very big but she's tough and she had no luck Arc. She's been freshened up since then and if she has luck in the race she can compete with the best."
Cherry Mix did a very steady canter on the grass and Godolphin's travelling head lad, Sam Avis, who later looked less than pleased with being drawn widest in 12, said: "He really prefers some give in the ground but he does cope with this fast surface."

Tackling the Vase for the third time is Warrsan, again accompanied this morning by a lead horse on the dirt. "As you can see he's wearing cheekpieces [side-winkers in HK] today. It's to stimulate the old boy. It's Warrsan's Viagra!" trainer Clive Brittain joked.  
"He ran a shocking race in the Vase last year and I can't explain why. The ground was too fast for him in the Japan Cup last time but the surface is easier here. I am keeping him to the all-weather until race day in the hope that when he hits the turf it will really make him go."

Finally, trainer Hiroyuki Nagahama watched his colt Six Sense breeze a come-home time of 23.2 seconds on the all-weather track and liked what he saw. 

"The horse wasn't hanging out and looked powerful. Coming here it was his first time on a plane but he did not lose much weight and is in good condition."  
After Six Sense earned post 11, Nagahama was nonplussed and said: "I would prefer an outside draw to being cluttered up on the inside."
Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Sprint 
Winless in Hong Kong since October 2002, thanks principally to a certain local hero who sadly will be absent on Sunday, this is the chance for Cape Of Good Hope to profit in his fourth CXHK Sprint. 

David Oughton's chestnut star has proven his worth at the highest level in Silent Witness-free arenas in both hemispheres and his draw in gate seven was well received by the trainer.   

"There is speed on both sides and it could be that down the centre is the quickest part of the track. He was a bit tired after his two runs in Australia and had a little time off but he is back to his best now. This is his fourth run in the Sprint – he was unplaced in 2002, third two years ago, second last year... this could be the one," said a smiling Oughton. 

One of two French runners, Nipping's gate of six was enough to make her trainer Robert Collet look forward to a good run on Sunday. 

"I will be disappointed if we are not in the first five," he said, adding the caveat: "It is never easy to say how well a three-year-old filly will go against older horses at this time of the year. However she really grew up when running in the Nunthorpe at York in August, her first time against the very top opposition.
"She then won at Longchamp in great style and you can forget her run back there in the Abbaye in October. The ground was too soft; fast ground is essential for her and that is why we are here." 
Admire Max worked well on the dirt for jockey Hiroyuki Uemura who said: "This is his first time race over 1000m so the horse handles the distance is the main query. But I think he is in a good form and performed very strongly today.  He didn't hang out – that is something he has done recently – and we have a good draw in stall five. I wanted to start next to Cape of Good Hope and he is in seven. 

Planet Ruler was drawn in gate one, before which trainer Almond Lee predicted the same prominent tactics that were successfully employed in the Cathay Pacific International Sprint Trial. 

"He has his chance if he can run like that again but he hung off the fence when he had the race in control last time. It might not be as easy this weekend."

Lee also races Absolute Champion, reunited with Robbie Fradd on Sunday. "Robbie knows him best," Lee said. "He always tends to hang in and Dwayne Dunn who ride him in the Sprint Trial said he would have run third if he had known him a bit better so I have Robbie back on board. But this race is his biggest test yet."    

Drawn on the opposite side of is anticipated trailblazer Nicole's Dream, whose connections were thrilled with the outside barrier in 13. "She will just break and go for her life," said trainer Larry Rivelli.
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Wednesday Trackwork Notes - Cathay Pacific HKIR 2005

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Cup 

Not since Val's Prince in 1997 has there been an American-trained victory in Hong Kong but California-based Vladimir Cerin was strongly upbeat about Willow O Wisp, his contender for the CXHK Cup. 
"He is carrying a lot of flesh and looks great," Cerin said after watching the 3yo impress in some light work on Wednesday morning.  
Willow O Wisp will use earplugs, sanctioned for the first time by the Hong Kong Jockey Club only last week. 
"They are not severe, just some foam. But it's important especially as he will never have raced in front of a crowd as big as the one on Sunday. He'll get excited that's for sure."
The trainer also expects the wire-to-wire Del Mar Derby winner to force the CXHK Cup pace. "We'll only know for sure how good he is racing right-handed on Sunday, but the signs are good so far."
Maraahel stretched his legs with a strong canter on the turf, before bucking and squealing back to the quarantine barn. Travelling head lad Jimmy Scott clearly fancies the horse's chance of giving champion British trainer Sir Michael Stoute a massive end of year boost.
"He only just does enough but he's got a super temperament and the visor has improved him. The ground will be fine and as there's a little bit of spring in it and as now all we need is a post position of five or lower," said Scott.
Alexander Goldrun's trainer Jim Bolger was at the track for the first time to watch the CXHK Cup's defending champion canter on the all weather track under her jockey Kevin Manning. 
"She'll probably have a little spin on the grass tomorrow. She seems well enough and I think she's as good as she was last year. She didn't like the ground at Newmarket last time (in the Champion Stakes). They were forecasting good ground and then it rained and it came up soft."

Globetrotting German galloper Epalo had his usual rousing gallop on the all-weather track this morning and trainer Andreas Schutz, who takes up training in HK next season, is pleased with his condition. 

"We've had a few problems with him but he looks really well now and hopefully is ready to produce his best form," Schutz said. 

Epalo was sore after running in the Singapore Airlines International in May. "We took him home and he had surgery to remove bone chips from a fetlock and we've given him a long, slow preparation," he said.

Epalo failed when he resumed in Italy early last month but Schutz said he was not concerned about that performance. "The ground was simply too heavy for him there and he has improved since," Schutz added.
French hopes Touch Of Land and Pride have been overtaxed in their work this week and that trend continued on the all-weather.   

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Mile   

Rakti appeared on the all-weather track at Sha Tin for the first time since his latest arrival in Hong Kong.

The six-time Gr.1 winner, runner-up to Falbrav in the 2003 Hong Kong Cup, had been laid low after his long flight from England, but looked more like his bossy old self as he set off for a canter on the all-weather.

His travelling head lad, Paul Rutter, said: "He had a bad flight this year and wasn't himself for a couple of days so we left him in the trotting yard but he is good now and everything seems OK. He looks full of himself and we would be worried if he wasn't."
Steve "Yarmy" Dyble, who accompanies Rakti to the start to help calm him at the barriers, was also happy with his horse. He said: "We have learnt not to let him canter in the straight here as when he sees the big stands he knows to pick up and go. He did that last year one morning and ran away with his rider so we will keep his canters to the far side of the course this time."
Rakti will be kept to quiet canters until Friday when Philip Robinson, his big race jockey, will give him a good breeze on the grass as he prepares for his last race before he retires to stud.
American miler Designed For Luck didn't have a hard time on the all-weather, just lobbing around in his own time.  

"A suspensory problem kept him off for 16 months but it was decided we would only get him racing again if he could compete at the top level. He showed that with a great return in October and, in fact, I think he is now the soundest he's been in years," trainer Vladimir Cerin said. 
Earlier, the star Japanese miler Asakusa Den'en breezed in 24.1 seconds for the final 400m of the all-weather under jockey Yusuke Eda this morning and trainer Michifumi Kono will be hand on tomorrow morning to watch his work on turf course.

Another strong contender from Japan, Hat Trick was given a half speed canter under his regular exercise rider Norihiko Kishimoto on the all-weather track before a quick paddock school. 

Hat Trick had a problem with low albumin as a yearling and at two injured a hock that required pinning.  

Mr. Toshihide Kiyota, the racing manager for trainer Katsuhiko Sumii commented:  "Hat Trick has overcome these hard times and become a great horse and he is in very good condition at the present." 

Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Vase  

French trainer Elie Lellouche was present to put his Vase hope Westerner through his paces on the turf track under Olivier Peslier. This year's Arc runner up looked to be moving well in his work, and Lellouche was happy with the final splits of 25.2 seconds. 

"He's very well, and has had a nice break after the Arc. He is fit and fresh. I am sure that the ground here will not be a problem, he has won on all sorts of surface. That is his work mainly done now because he is ready for the race," said Lellouche.  
Olivier Peslier was equally happy, adding: "He did a nice canter and felt good today." 
The other French challengers in the Vase - Samando, Sweet Stream, Reefscape and Shamdala - continued their quiet build-up to Sunday's race with routine canters on the all weather track.
Trainer Ed Dunlop was at the track for the first time to see Ouija Board since her gallant fifth in the Japan Cup, and was more than happy with his filly's condition, as she stretched her legs on the turf under her usual work rider Chris Hinson. 
"Everything seems to have gone well with the filly since Japan, and she seems to be in very good condition," Dunlop observed. 
Bidding to give trainer Hiroyuki Nagahama a second victory in Hong Kong since after winning the 1998 Hong Kong Cup with Midnight Bet, Six Sense, placed in Japanese Classics this year, cantered at a half speed over all-weather track under his exercise rider Toshiyuki Sakimoto. 


"He doesn't give us many problems and he's in great order," said Tetsuo Okawa, Sakimoto's travelling head lad. 

Norse Dancer had another quiet canter on the all-weather and his trainer, David Elsworth, will give his five-year-old a piece of work tomorrow morning as he seeks to land that elusive Gr.1 victory. 
Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Sprint

The Hong Kong Jockey Club's vets continue to monitor the progress of Majestic Missile, who developed a fever and a blood abnormality when shipping to Sha Tin from Britain. 

However, the horse made significant improvement since his arrival and a decision on his participation will be made later in the week. 

Benbaun did light work on the sand under the eye of trainer Wallace, who later said: "He doesn't do much on the gallops and back home often struggles to finish in front of a far inferior horse. He really just likes to be left alone, just needing a canter everyday. 

"Kieren [Fallon, his jockey] has been encouraging us to go for this race for a long time especially because of fast ground. In fact he'd be at his very happiest if the race was run on the road outside Sha Tin," Wallace joked. 
A Japanese horse has yet to win the Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Sprint and Admire Max is aiming to set the record straight in his final career start.    

"He is in a really good form this time and his conformation is much stronger than last time when he came to Hong Kong [running 4th to Lucky Owners in 2003 HK Mile]. 

We'll see how he performs over this distance for the first time distance with his new jockey, Hiroyuki Uemura. The most important point will be the starting gate. I think if he jumps out clearly he will have a big chance. But the jockey must handle the start well."    

Strapping American mare Nicole's Dream stretched her legs on the all-weather and looked very well in herself.  
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Tuesday Trackwork Notes - Cathay Pacific HKIR 2005
 
HK$10m Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Sprint (Gr.1-1000m)
 
Hong Kong's star international performer Cape Of Good Hope pleased trainer David Oughton when he worked over 800 metres in 54 seconds Tuesday morning. 
 
"I'm pleased with him. He's starting to come right again after coming back from Australia. He had a good trial last week and did all that I wanted this morning," Oughton said. 
 
Oughton added that the next 12 months was likely to be the seven-year-old's "last year at the top" but is confident the gelding still has plenty of zest for racing and is ready to run well on Sunday.
 
"Obviously it's very disappointing for everyone that Silent Witness won't be there but it gives my horse his chance to win again at home. He's performed so well all over the world but he hasn't won in Hong Kong for over three years. Hopefully that will change on the weekend," said Oughton. 
 
Oughton said that Cape Of Good Hope was likely to again embark on an international campaign in 2006. "The ideal scenario, all being well, is that we'll head back to Melbourne for the Lightning and Australia Stakes, then back home for the Chairman's Sprint Trophy and off to England again."
 
Also from Hong Kong, Able Prince will be challenging Cape Of Good Hope in the CXHK Sprint and trainer John Moore says he expects his runner has a place chance. 
 
"He has to race fresh. So after his last race in the Sprint Trial we gave him some time off and put him in the swimming pool and there is no problem with him. If he can run the 56.6 seconds he has done in his last two 1000m races, then he has a place chance - and that is what he has been trained to achieve on Sunday," Moore said.    
 
Connections of Benbaun, the British CXHK Sprint challenger, are thrilled with the way their speedster has travelled and taken to Sha Tin racecourse. 
 
The four-year-old moved beautifully on the all-weather track this morning, prompting assistant trainer, Brendan Walsh, to say: "I have not had a moment's worry with him. He is relaxed and has taken the trip really well. The only other time he has been a long way from home was when he took three days to get to Naples in Italy. He was fine on that trip so I was quite confident he would handle this. He will love the fast ground here. He wants it like a road."
 
Kieren Fallon will ride Benbaun, winner the Flying Five (Gr.3-1000m) at The Curragh in September, the last time he encountered fast ground.        
 
Japan's champion sprinter earlier this year, Admire Max was given a handy canter on the all-weather course under his regular exercise rider.  
 
Watching the performance, travelling lad Tetsuya Moriyama commented: "I think he is in good condition, better than he was here two years ago in the Mile. He was jumping and kicking in the ring and that is a good sign."                                                            
HK$14m Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Mile (Gr.1600m)
 
It may come as no surprise on official ratings (or current form) but Tony Cruz came out with it anyway and said he preferred the chances of Bullish Luck over Perfect Partner, his two runners in the CXHK Mile. 
 
"I fancy Bullish Luck. He has an awesome finish and this is the race he has been prepped for along. Perfect Partner is also a very good horse and he was good enough to finish second in this race last year. He will race a lot handier than Bullish Luck," Cruz said.        
Meanwhile, John Moore is looking to CXHK Mile with what might be best described as 'reserved optimism' with Super Kid. 
 
The six-year-old returned from his campaign in Australia in less than great shape according to his trainer. "He was very flat, dull in the coat and dehydrated when we got him home but he has gradually improved – especially over the last two weeks.
 
"He's thriving again, putting some weight back on and his coat's coming back so I'm starting to feel a bit more optimistic about Sunday's race but I still have some reservations. Anywhere else and he'd be in a paddock now," Moore said.
 
Super Kid had an "easy trial last week, the kind of quiet trial he would have had when he was with John Size," according to Moore, and with his "freshen up" is best suited to the 1600m of Sunday's race rather than tackling the CXHK Cup at 2000m.
 
"The Mile is the right race for him at the moment as we don't want to push him too hard looking ahead to the Stewards' Cup (1600m) at the end of January," Moore said.
 
Super Kid ran exceptionally well in two Group 1 Handicaps at 1400 metres and 1600 metres in Australia before disappointing in Cox Plate and Mackinnon Stakes. .
 
Top class Japanese miler Asakusa Den'en had an easy warm-up in the trotting ring and came out onto the turf to get used to the track before breezing on Thursday.
The travelling head lad for trainer Michifumi Kono noted: "He was shying a lot on the first day here, but he is better used his new surroundings now." 
 
Japan's other top CXHK Mile contender Hat Trick breezed at half-speed on the all-weather track after which trainer Katsuhiko Sumii said: "He is in good form and adapts to whether the course is right-handed course or the other way. One thing is that he can often break slowly, but he always finishes very strongly."
 
 
HK$18m Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Cup (Gr.1-2000m)
 
Defending CXHK Cup champion Alexander Goldrun breezed at half speed on the all-weather under apprentice rider David Moran, her regular partner at home. 
The Irish mare has shipped well and trainer Jim Bolger will be on hand tomorrow morning to watch her work on the turf with her big race rider Kevin Manning in the plate.  
 
Trainer Henri–Alex Pantall's Touch of Land, third in last year's race, appeared to take his usual strong hold, and was keen to do more as he again put in a routine canter once around the track.
 
Sir Michael Stoute's CXHK Cup contender, Maraahel, was another to impress as he bounced onto the track. Travelling head lad Jimmy Scott reported that all was well with his charge, a solid third in the Gr.1 Champion Stakes over this distance at Newmarket on his last start.
 
Epalo worked quietly under Elke Schutz while France's Champion Stakes runner-up Pride went a shade quicker in 26.7 seconds. 
 
One of the dark horses for the CXHK Cup is Russian Pearl – second and third to Cup rival Vengeance Of Rain in the Mercedes-Benz Hong Kong Derby and in the Audemars Piguet QEII Cup last season. 
 
The five-year-old goes well fresh but has had significant injury problems: he is unraced since his run in the APQEII Cup last April when he pulled a tendon.
 
Nevertheless, trainer Tony Cruz was upbeat about his prospects. "He is right on target now and he is best after a layoff like he has had," Cruz said. "He will be saved for a late charge home and he could surprise a few people."     
 
 
HK$14m Cathay Pacific Hong Kong Vase (Gr.1-2400m) 
 
Godolphin's sole CXHKIR representative Cherry Mix was on the all weather track for a light canter under his work rider Gerry Moylan. 
 
Godolphin's travelling head lad Sam Avis reported that all was well with his charge. "He's doing well out here. He didn't really fire in the Arc for whatever reason, but got back on track in Italy last time out in lesser company. Hopefully that will have done his confidence good. I think he'll handle a fast track okay. He ran one of his best races ever when second in the 2004 Arc, and the ground was pretty firm that day."
 
Clive Brittain's Warrsan was first out on the track at around 8.40 am galloping on the all weather under work rider Des Reape accompanied by a lead horse. The veteran campaigner comes to the CXHK Vase off a 13th place finish in the Japan Cup, where he was beaten around eight lengths on ground his trainer considered a little on the firm side for his charge in Tokyo.
 
Other CXHK Vase contenders Ouija Board, Reefscape, Samando, Westerner and Sweet Stream all appeared on the all weather for no more than routine canters. 
 
The Elie Lellouche-trained Westerner caught the eye in terms of his overall appearance and Ouija Board seems to have taken her race in Japan well and still looks a fresh horse after a relatively light 2005 campaign.
 
Norse Dancer looked comfortable as he cantered a circuit on the all-weather track. He is another who has taken the trip well. The mount of Martin Dwyer has not left and oat since he arrived at the end of last week and is pleasing his travelling head lad ahead of his final workout on Thursday.
 
High-class Japanese three-year-old colt Six Sense breezed at half speed over all-weather course under his exercise rider and travelling lad Tetsuo Okawa remarked that the horse had "travelled and settled down well. He is eating up and keeping his normal condition."       
 
As for one of the Hong Kong hopes, Best Gift, trainer John Moore said: "He has struck the toughest race of the day but he is as fit as I can get him and I will be hoping for a good gate so he can race handy to the pace. His jockey Douglas Whyte will be on him for a piece of work tomorrow."
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Cathay Pacific Hong Kong International Races - Monday Track Notes, December 5, 2005  

The international challengers for Cathay Pacific Hong Kong International Races showcase events were out on the track at Sha Tin on a chilly morning at around 8.30am. 

American duo Designed for Luck (CXHK Mile) and Willow O Wisp (CXHK Cup), both from the Vladimir Cerin barn in California, galloped over 1200m of the turf track ahead of their Sunday assignments. 

Designed For Luck ran a leisurely 1 min 21.9 sec for the 1200m, while Willow O Wisp was one second slower. Both horses came home at half-speed, running the last 400m in 26.3 sec.

A posse of French challengers followed on the all weather track led by Westerner and Shamdala (CXHK Vase); Pride and Touch of Land (CXHK Cup) and Chineur (CXHK Sprint). 

Of these only Touch of Land, seeking to improve on his third place effort in the 2004 CXHK Cup, put in any sort of a work out, galloping briskly on the all weather in 23.80 for the last 400m and looking fresh and well in himself. 

The firm turf course at Sha Tin will be much more to his liking than the soft ground that Henri-Alex Pantall's charge encountered on his last start in the Champion Stakes at Newmarket. 

Arc runner up Westerner, who will be among the fancied challengers for the CXHK Vase, caught the eye as he had a quiet canter around the all weather track.

The rest of the Europeans followed the French to the all weather track, including the defending CXHK Cup champion Alexander Goldrun, and the 2004 Breeders' Cup Filly & Mare Turf winner, Ouija Board. 
The latter looked in good form as she set off on a leisurely circuit of the Sha Tin oval, and her travelling head lad Robin Trevor-Jones confirmed her wellbeing.

"She's travelled fine from Japan [where she was a close up fifth in the Japan Cup on her last start] and she's in good order. She ran a huge race in Tokyo and she maybe got there in the race a little too soon, otherwise she'd have been even closer."
American Sprint hopeful Nicole's Dream was given very light work on the all-weather. The five-year-old mare, renowned for her high speed, has never raced down a straight course but has won four of her past six starts – three of those at 1000m on firm ground.

The four Japanese runners were present. Asakusa Den'en, one of two CXHK Mile runners from Japan, cantered lightly over all-weather track. Winner of the Yasuda Kinen (Hong Kong stars Silent Witness and Bullish Luck in third and fourth), Asakusa Den'en has raced just once since, a close fourth the Tenno Sho in October.  

"He traveled very well to Hong Kong and is getting relaxed. I just did not expect this cold weather in Hong Kong, but my horse is in a good form," said trainer Michifumi Kono's head lad. 

The other three Japanese runners: Hat Trick (CXHK Mile) Admire Max (CXHK Sprint) and Six Sense (CXHK Vase) all flew into Hong Kong together, and only walked on the all-weather track together for the purposes of familiarization.

Katsuhiko Sumii, trainer of Hat Trick, was on hand to see his horse, saying: "I am very glad to be here, because the this race our target but only if we won the Mile Championship, which of course we did."  

"Hat Trick is not a very relaxed horse at home; he jumps and kicks a lot. He's very excitable but today he seems to quiet in the new environment. He is just following the other two horses in quite a mild-mannered way."      

Norse Dancer, one of Europe's leading contenders for the CXHK Vase, arrived in Hong Kong without a hitch last Friday and has settled in well to his new surroundings at Sha Tin. 
Travelling head lad Peter Maughan was pleased with the way the son of Halling had taken the trip as he did a short canter on the all-weather this morning and said: "David Elsworth [his trainer] plans to give him a piece of work on the grass on Thursday."

Norse Dancer has not been seen since his rather disappointing effort when 11th in the Arc de Triomphe on soft ground but the five-year-old who had a series of near misses in Gr.1 races noticeably when runner-up to Azamour in the King George at Newbury in July.

Elsworth, who arrives in Hong Kong with his owner Jeff Smith on Wednesday, is adamant that there is a Gr.1 victory in Norse Dancer and is hopeful that he can break his duck in the highest company on Sunday. "Believe me he is very classy horse, very underestimated by all the pundits, and undoubtedly a Gr.1 performer," Elsworth said in England last week. 

Warrsan, 13th home in the Japan Cup last time, was seen on the all-weather circuit with his regular work rider, Des Reape, aboard. The well-travelled veteran was ninth in the Vase last year but won the Grosser Preis Von Baden in September and trainer Clive Brittain believes his warhorse will be better suited to the more forgiving going at Sha Tin than the hard ground he encountered in Japan.

Maraahel, representing British champion trainer, Sir Michael Stoute, in the CXHK Cup, was another to get the thumbs from his travelling head lad, Jimmy Scott. "That's okay. He moved nicely," said Scott as his charge came off the all-weather circuit this morning.
Maraahel, the mount of Richard Hills, comes to Hong Kong following an excellent third to David Junior in the Champion Stakes at Newmarket and re-opposes French mare Pride, who finished just over a length in front him. 
The Newmarket race has already been franked by the fifth placed Alkaased, who has since won the Japan Cup in record time. 

